15 SEPHER YEZIRAH.

SecTION 8.

The following are the ten categories of existence
out of nothing:

1) The spirit of the living God, praised and glori-
fied be the name of Him who lives to all eternity.
The articulate word of creative power, the spirit and
the word are what we call the holy spirit.1?

2) Air emanated from the spirit by which He
formed and established twenty-two consonants, sta-
mina. Three of them, however, are fundamental
letters, or mothers, seven double and twelve simple
consonants; hence the spirit is the first one.

3) Primitive water emanated from the air. He
formed and established by it Bohu'* (water, stones)
mud and loam, made them like a bed, put them up
like a wall, and surrounded them as with a rampart,
put coldness upon them and they became dust, as it
reads: “He says to the snow (coldness) be thou
earth.” (Job 37, 6.)

4) Fire or ether emanated from the water. He
established by it the throne of glory, the Seraphim
and Ophanim, the holyliving creatures and the angels,
and of these threo He formed His habitation, as it
reads: “Who made His angels spirits, His ministers
a flaming fire.” (Psalm 104, 4.) He selected three
consonants from tho simple ones which are in the
hidden secret of three mothers or first elements:
L2 nx air, water and ether or fire. He sealed them
with spirit and fastened them to His great name and
sealed with it six dimensions.'s



